
September 2020 

 

Dear Barnegat families, 

Welcome to the 2020 - 2021 school year!  I am thrilled to welcome you back to school; 
we have missed our students greatly! Over the past several weeks, we have continued 
to refine our school plans for safe reopening this September. Several people within 
groups worked diligently studying the State preliminary guidelines and developing the 
different pathways to opening school. I am extremely thankful to the faculty and staff 
members who gave of their time to assist administration with the options. I am 
personally especially grateful to all of the parents who have reached out and have 
shown tremendous support, patience and understanding. Words cannot express how 
much this is appreciated under these unprecedented circumstances. As the familiar 
African proverb states, “it takes a village,” and this is certainly true and how it should be; 
we are a team and all advocates for our children. 

 It is truly an honor for me to move from the Preschool-Grade 5 LMDS Principal to the 
Grades 3/4 Principal at the Joseph T. Donahue Elementary School. I am privileged to 
work with an outstanding staff to make it a smooth transition for our students during this 
uncertain time. I am also elated to have Ms. Johns for our Assistant Principal working at 
both JTDS and CSCS; Ms. Johns has been an Assistant Principal in the district for the 
past 12 years. We are all excited to work closely with the families in our community to 
ensure the success and well-being of all of our students. 

Our custodians, maintenance, buildings and grounds staff have all been working hard 
all summer to plan for a safe opening of school and to implement best practices to 
mitigate the risks associated with Covid-19. Our classrooms have been modified to 
increase social distancing, signage has been installed throughout the building to guide 
students, and our schedule has been modified to allow time for mask breaks, hand 
washing, and opportunities to access outdoor learning spaces. A stronger emphasis will 
be placed on social emotional learning as we implement the PBSIS(Positive Behavior 
Support In Schools) Program in our school. Whether we are learning in person or 
remotely at home, our goal is to encourage active student engagement to foster a 
positive culture for both learning and socially. 

Partnering with families will be crucial this year as we face many obstacles due to the 
global pandemic.  We appreciate your support as you work with students at home to 
practice safety protocols such as wearing a mask and washing hands. We encourage 



families to stay connected and informed by following our district website for important 
updates and information regarding our reopening plans.  

 Additionally, please note the following:  

● School begins for students at 8:35 AM, while buses will be unloading at 
approximately 8:30 AM, the earliest students may be dropped off at school is 
8:20 AM when staff are present to supervise.  Students will be dismissed at 
2:15 PM.   

○ If you are driving students to school, please use the roadway behind the 
school; you must turn left to proceed behind the playground when 
approaching the school. As you are approaching the stop sign, there is a 
green curb along as you come around to the front of the building, students 
may be released curbside and should use the main entrance doors. ALL 
bused students should use the door #13 directly in front of the buses lot. 

  
● It is vital that parents evaluate their child’s physical condition daily prior to 

sending them to school each morning; there is a checklist on the parent portal 
that must be completed. It is imperative that you review and complete this 
form. Failure to comply with this on multiple occasions will result in your child 
being placed on virtual learning for a period of time. 

  

● Students may bring their lunch or purchase lunch but it will be eaten in the 
classroom; students will be supervised by their teacher and brought outside, 
weather permitting, for recess. 

  
○ Download the Nutrislice App or the website for menu information or 

contact Mr. Matthew Morris of Chartwells with any questions at 
609-660-7510 ext.7056 

  
● When entering the building, please press the buzzer and wait for security to 

respond; please have your ID and do not let others in behind you. Any items 
dropped off for a student should be marked with the student’s name and teacher 
then placed on the table; security or other personnel will deliver the item(s) as 
soon as possible. 



○ Upon entering the first set of the main doors, please sign the book at the 
plexi-glass window on your right and wait for help from a secretary or 
security. 

  
○ If you need to sign out a child during the school day, you must do so prior 

to 15 minutes before dismissal; due to the wide array of procedures taking 
place to prepare dismissal, after 2pm you will need to wait for classes to 
dismiss at 2:15pm. 

  
● On the first day of school, your child will bring home an envelope 

containing forms.  
○ Please make every effort to join our PTA. We thank you for returning 

this essential paperwork promptly! 

  
○ Virtual students may scan and email documents, fax them or drop 

them off. 

  
● We encourage you to use Parent Portal to view your child’s grades and to check 

the district website (www.barnegatschools.com) for important information.  
○ Please review our Remote Learning Parent Edition 

  
○ Please refer to the district Reopening Plan for the 2020/21 School Year 

  
● SAVE THE DATE! 

○ Wednesday, September 16th:  Virtual Back To School Night, 6:00 PM 
■ More detailed information to follow 

You can find our Remote Learning Parent Edition at:  

Please visit this page for all of the information regarding the district reopening details. 

 

https://www.barnegatschools.com/site/Default.aspx?PageID=9878


Please refer to the district Reopening Plan for the 2020/21 School Year at: 

Please visit this page for all of the information regarding the district reopening details. 

 

We look forward to working with you and your child during the upcoming school year. 
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions, concerns or praises. 
Together we can develop a positive working relationship between the home and school 
to provide your child with the best opportunity to be a successful student at the Joseph 
T. Donahue Elementary School. 

  

Thank you again for your support! 

 

Sincerely, 

John Fiorentino, Joseph T. Donahue Elementary School Principal 

Michelle Johns, Joseph T. Donahue Elementary School Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.barnegatschools.com/site/Default.aspx?PageID=9731

